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GREETING


L: The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.


P: And also with you.


L: Taste and see the goodness of the Lord.


P: Christ has prepared a feast of love.

 HYMN                “Come, Sinners, to the Gospel Feast”                # 616
 
Come, sinners to the gospel feast, let every soul be Jesus’ guest.

You need not one be left behind, for God has bid all humankind.

 
Do not begin to make excuse; ah! do not you His grace refuse;

your worldly cares and pleasures leave, and take what Jesus has to give.

Come and partake the gospel feast, be saved from sin, in Jesus rest;

O taste the goodness of our God, and eat His flesh and drink His blood.

 
See Him set forth before your eyes; behold the bleeding sacrifice;

His offered love make haste to embrace, and freely now be saved by grace.


You who believe His record true shall sup with Him and He with you;

come to the feast, be saved from sin, for Jesus waits to take you in.

 CONFESSION AND PARDON
    Most merciful God, You have invited us to share in the supper

    which Your Son gave to His Church to proclaim His death

    until He comes again: We pray to be nourished in Your presence

    and united in Your love, so that we would live lives

    worthy of Your calling us to be Your children.  Amen.

Silent Meditation………………………………………………..……….Words of Pardon

PROCLAMATION AND RESPONSE

GOSPEL LESSON                              St. John 12:44-50                              Meditation
44 Jesus shouted, “Whoever believes in me doesn’t believe in me but in the one who sent me. 45 Whoever sees me sees the one who sent me. 46 I have come as a light into the world so that everyone who believes in me won’t live in darkness. 47 If people hear my words and don’t keep them, I don’t judge them. I didn’t come to judge the world but to save it. 48 Whoever rejects me and doesn’t receive my words will be judged at the last day by the word I have spoken. 49 I don’t speak on my own, but the Father who sent me commanded me regarding what I should speak and say. 50 I know that his commandment is eternal life. Therefore, whatever I say is just as the Father has said to me.”
HYMN                                                 “Jesu, Jesu”                  [VS 1,3,5]                    # 432
Refrain:  Jesu, Jesu, fill us with your love, show us how to serve the neighbors we have from You.
    Kneels at the feet of his friends, silently washes their feet,
    Master who acts as a slave to them.


Refrain
    These are the ones we should serve, these are the ones we should love;
    all these are neighbors to us and you.


Refrain
    Kneel at the feet of our friends, silently washing their feet,
    this is the way we should live with you.

Refrain
GOSPEL LESSON                               St. John 13:1-17                                Meditation
Before the Festival of Passover, Jesus knew that his time had come to leave this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in the world, he loved them fully. 2 Jesus and his disciples were sharing the evening meal. The devil had already provoked Judas, Simon Iscariot’s son, to betray Jesus. 3 Jesus knew the Father had given everything into his hands and that he had come from God and was returning to God. 4 So he got up from the table and took off his robes. Picking up a linen towel, he tied it around his waist. 5 Then he poured water into a washbasin and began to wash the disciples’ feet, drying them with the towel he was wearing. 6 When Jesus came to Simon Peter, Peter said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”

7 Jesus replied, “You don’t understand what I’m doing now, but you will understand later.”

8 “No!” Peter said. “You will never wash my feet!” Jesus replied, “Unless I wash you, you won’t have a place with me.”

9 Simon Peter said, “Lord, not only my feet but also my hands and my head!”

10 Jesus responded, “Those who have bathed need only to have their feet washed, because they are completely clean. You disciples are clean, but not every one of you.” 11 He knew who would betray him. That’s why he said, “Not every one of you is clean.”

12 After he washed the disciples’ feet, he put on his robes and returned to his place at the table. He said to them, “Do you know what I’ve done for you? 13 You call me ‘Teacher’ and ‘Lord,’ and you speak correctly, because I am. 14 If I, your Lord and teacher, have washed your feet, you too must wash each other’s feet.
15 I have given you an example: Just as I have done, you also must do. 16 I assure you, servants aren’t greater than their master, nor are those who are sent greater than the one who sent them. 17 Since you know these things, you will be happy if you do them.
HYMN                            “Here, O My Lord, I See Thee”      {vs 1,2,3,4]             # 623
    Here, O my Lord, I see Thee face to face; here would I touch and handle things unseen;

    here grasp with firmer hand eternal grace, and all my weariness upon Thee lean.

    This is the hour of banquet and of song; this is the heavenly table spread for me;

    here let me feast, and feasting still prolong the hallowed hour of fellowship with Thee.

    Here would I feed upon the bread of God, here drink with Thee the royal wine of heaven;

    here would I lay aside each earthly load, here taste afresh the calm of sin forgiven.

    Too soon we rise; the symbols disappear; the feast, though not the love, is past and gone.

    The bread and wine remove; but Thou art here, nearer than ever, still my shield and sun.

THANKSGIVING AND COMMUNION

The Lord be with you.

AND ALSO WITH YOU.
Lift up your hearts.

WE LIFT THEM UP TO THE LORD.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.

IT IS RIGHT TO GIVE GOD THANKS AND PRAISE.
...And so, with your people on earth and all the company of heaven

   we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
    HOLY, HOLY, HOLY LORD, GOD OF POWER AND MIGHT,

    HEAVEN AND EARTH ARE FULL OF YOUR GLORY,

    HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.  BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES

    IN THE NAME OF THE LORD.  HOSANNA IN THE HIGHEST.

...And so, in remembrance of these your mighty acts in Jesus Christ,

   we offer ourselves in praise and thanksgiving as a holy and living sacrifice,

   in union with Christ’s offering for us, as we proclaim the mystery of faith.

  CHRIST HAS DIED; CHRIST IS RISEN, CHRIST WILL COME AGAIN.
...Through your Son Jesus Christ, with the Holy Spirit in your holy Church,

   all honor and glory is yours, almighty God, now and for ever.  AMEN.
Singing of the Lord’s Prayer - Our Father, which art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name; Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts as we forgive our debtors. And lead us not into temptation but deliver us from evil. For Thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever.  Amen
BREAKING THE BREAD -    GIVING THE BREAD AND CUP

Communion Hymns -   “Jesus Paid It All”
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
    Lord Jesus Christ, You humbled Yourself in taking the form of a servant,

    and in obedience died on the cross for our salvation: give us the mind

    to follow You and show forth in our lives the fruit of Your redemption,

    to the glory of God the Father we pray.  Amen.
GOSPEL LESSON                                St. John 16:25-33                                Meditation
25 “I’ve been using figures of speech with you. The time is coming when I will no longer speak to you in such analogies. Instead, I will tell you plainly about the Father. 26 In that day you will ask in my name. I’m not saying that I will ask the Father on your behalf. 27 The Father himself loves you, because you have loved me and believed that I came from God. 28 I left the Father and came into the world. I tell you again: I am leaving the world and returning to the Father.”

29 His disciples said, “See! Now you speak plainly; you aren’t using figures of speech. 30 Now we know that you know everything and you don’t need anyone to ask you. Because of this we believe you have come from God.”

31 Jesus replied, “Now you believe? 32 Look! A time is coming—and is here!—when each of you will be scattered to your own homes and you will leave me alone. I’m not really alone, for the Father is with me. 
33 I’ve said these things to you so that you will have peace in me. In the world you have distress. But be encouraged! I have conquered the world.”
HYMN                      “What Wondrous Love Is This”   [VS 1-2]                             # 292
    What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
    what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
    What wondrous love is this that caused the Lord of bliss
    to bear the dreadful curse for my soul, for my soul,

    to bear the dreadful curse for my soul.
    What wondrous love is this, O my soul, O my soul,
    what wondrous love is this, O my soul!
    What wondrous love is this, that caused the Lord of life
    to lay aside his crown for my soul, for my soul,
    to lay aside his crown for my soul.

JESUS’ PRAYER FOR HIS DISCIPLES                                                   St. John 17:1-25
When Jesus finished saying these things, he looked up to heaven and said, “Father, the time has come. Glorify your Son, so that the Son can glorify you. 2 You gave him authority over everyone so that he could give eternal life to everyone you gave him. 3 This is eternal life: to know you, the only true God, and Jesus Christ whom you sent. 4 I have glorified you on earth by finishing the work you gave me to do. 5 Now, Father, glorify me in your presence with the glory I shared with you before the world was created.

6 “I have revealed your name to the people you gave me from this world. They were yours and you gave them to me, and they have kept your word. 7 Now they know that everything you have given me comes from you. 8 This is because I gave them the words that you gave me, and they received them. They truly understood that I came from you, and they believed that you sent me.

9 “I’m praying for them. I’m not praying for the world but for those you gave me, because they are yours. 10 Everything that is mine is yours and everything that is yours is mine; I have been glorified in them. 11 I’m no longer in the world, but they are in the world, even as I’m coming to you. Holy Father, watch over them in 
your name, the name you gave me, that they will be one just as we are one. 12 When I was with them, I watched over them in your name, the name you gave to me, and I kept them safe. None of them were lost, except the one who was destined for destruction, so that scripture would be fulfilled. 13 Now I’m coming to you and I say these things while I’m in the world so that they can share completely in my joy. 14 I gave your word to them and the world hated them, because they don’t belong to this world, just as I don’t belong to this world. 15 I’m not asking that you take them out of this world but that you keep them safe from the evil one. 16 They don’t belong to this world, just as I don’t belong to this world. 17 Make them holy in the truth; your word is truth. 18 As you sent me into the world, so I have sent them into the world. 19 I made myself holy on their behalf so that they also would be made holy in the truth.

20 “I’m not praying only for them but also for those who believe in me because of their word. 21 I pray they will be one, Father, just as you are in me and I am in you. I pray that they also will be in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me. 22 I’ve given them the glory that you gave me so that they can be one just as we are one. 23 I’m in them and you are in me so that they will be made perfectly one. Then the world will know that you sent me and that you have loved them just as you loved me.

24 “Father, I want those you gave me to be with me where I am. Then they can see my glory, which you gave me because you loved me before the creation of the world.

25 “Righteous Father, even the world didn’t know you, but I’ve known you, and these believers know that you sent me.

HYMN                                    “Go to Dark Gethsemane”   [VS 1-3]                       # 290
    Go to dark Gethsemane, you who feel the tempter’s power;

    your Redeemer’s conflict see, watch with Him one bitter hour.

    Turn not from His griefs away; learn of Jesus Christ to pray.
    See Him at the judgment hall, beaten, bound, reviled, arraigned;

    O the wormwood and the gall!  O the pangs His soul sustained!

    Shun not suffering, shame, or loss; learn of Christ to bear the cross.

    Calvary’s mournful mountain climb; there; adoring at His feet,

    mark that miracle of time, God’s own sacrifice complete.  “It is finished!”

    hear Him cry; learn of Jesus Christ to die.

STRIPPING THE ALTAR

Reader One:   After the Last Supper, less than 24 hours remained in our Lord’s earthly life.
Events moved rapidly: betrayal by Judas, arrest, mock trial, painful beating, the trudge to Golgotha and execution. As His life was stripped from Him, so we strip our altar of the signs of comfort and life to remember Jesus’ suffering and death.

Reader Two:  If you have been asked to carry an item, please remove it and take it to the back of the church and place it on the table. Be seated in the back pews.
As we strip the altar we will listen to Isaiah 53.

Please wait until all lights have been dimmed, and then SILENTLY exit the church building.

Screen Benediction
As you are ready, please leave in silence
Isaiah 53
1 Who can believe what we have heard,
   and for whose sake has the Lord’s arm been revealed?
2 He grew up like a young plant before us, like a root from dry ground.
  He possessed no splendid form for us to see, no desirable appearance.
3 He was despised and avoided by others;
  a man who suffered, who knew sickness well.
  Like someone from whom people hid their faces,
  he was despised, and we didn’t think about him.
4 It was certainly our sickness that he carried, and our sufferings that he bore,
  but we thought him afflicted, struck down by God and tormented.
5 He was pierced because of our rebellions and crushed because of our crimes.
  He bore the punishment that made us whole; by his wounds we are healed.
6 Like sheep we had all wandered away, each going its own way,
  but the Lord let fall on him all our crimes.
7 He was oppressed and tormented, but didn’t open his mouth.
  Like a lamb being brought to slaughter,
  like a ewe silent before her shearers, he didn’t open his mouth.
8 Due to an unjust ruling he was taken away, and his fate—who will think about it?
  He was eliminated from the land of the living,
  struck dead because of my people’s rebellion.
9 His grave was among the wicked, his tomb with evildoers, 
  though he had done no violence, and had spoken nothing false.
10 But the Lord wanted to crush him and to make him suffer.
   If his life is offered as restitution, he will see his offspring; he will enjoy long life.
   The Lord’s plans will come to fruition through him.
11 After his deep anguish he will see light, and he will be satisfied.
   Through his knowledge, the righteous one, my servant,
   will make many righteous, and will bear their guilt.
12 Therefore, I will give him a share with the great, and he will divide
    the spoil with the strong, in return for exposing his life to death
    and being numbered with rebels, though he carried the sin of many
    and pleaded on behalf of those who rebelled.
